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Farm Details
The dairy lndustry iS Complicated and lt takes some R

experimentation to see and make a difference. That’sthe &= T sswwel MUNICIPALITY:
way it is with Dan Carey’s farm in Groton, NY. Making | . & i IR  Groton
some changes to his operation and the management of | *,
his dairy herd has improved economic benefits for the i FARM SIZE:

. 880 Acres
farm, the workers and the environment.

=Y. Ssar™ pPRODUCTS:
Dan has transitioned a bulk of his operation to a grass 1ot K L Dairy

fed and pastured dairy where the cows get a significant

portion of their nutritional needs from grazing on

pasture including eating hay in winter. At first when | g l2{enrle =

he turned the cows out to pasture, he noticed a decline | @I IREeT S EENETRH TN el w100

in production based on his practice of milking twice | SuiglsunllElE

daily . This can and is often alarming to a farmer | MlnClannliEr:

when your income is tied to the amount of milk that | SElEE@ e

you can produce. But Dan stayed the course and saw [ Syl 2RI dierciaile]y

lower production costs including feed, fertilizer, labor, [ HEHNNEESEGISiREE IS Ay
lessened manure spreading and fuel consumption. It [ EERBIETERARIES

has paid off in helping improve the business bottom [EEEABIEIERCRD RIS

line. He keeps track of the pastures so they are not | asieiCUElRCleri:

overgrazed, rotating through about one hundred acres. | e UE SIS A PIEIEESE T
The cows are moved often to keep their diets enriched | ka3 E=e B CEIEIE M EE A
with the balanced nutrition rations, that include enough |l g EUEIR el

protein, in order to keep their production predictable. Pre-coolers
Variable Speed Drive for Milk Pump

High-Efficiency Lighting

The size of his herd is determined and kept in check
by the amount and capacity of the land available for [ Jleigp d:{ell]s) o)
grazing. He has been able to reduce the issues and | ieielifelEile2rar
problems that arise from manure handling as grazed
animals deposit most of their waste directly on the
land where it breaks down naturally and fertilizes the
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soil. Healthy soils include attributes of good soil structure, high amounts of organic matter and
microorganisms. These help to stimulate deep roots and lush pasture growth, increasing the
water holding capacity and lessening erosion. This is helpful to lessen drought impacts on the
farm and can help to reduce flooding. Herd health is a significant factor. Herd health is always
on the mind of responsible dairy operators. Cows feed and produce better when cool and able
to roam. While pastured, their hooves stay cleaner as well, keeping for cleaner and healthier
livestock.

Future plans for the Carey farm include transitioning his son, Eric, into the management fold.
Next year there are plans for building manure storage. As part of the Owasco Lake watershed,
good farming practices include protecting our public waters. Farms and animal feeding operations
are concerned about this as well. The construction of adequate manure containment facilities and
riparian buffers are good for business, the public and the environment.

This is one of eight case studies created as part of Cornell Cooperative Extension’s 2020 Agricultural
Benchmarking Study, funded through a grant by the Park Foundation. For more information or to read

more studies visit our website at

www.ccetompkins.org/SustainableAg
or contact Graham Savio at gs695@cornell.edu




